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This course explores the political, economic, social, and cultural ties that bind Latin 

America to the United States.  It focuses on the varied forms of US intervention 
from the early 19th century to the present day and the Latin American response to 

such contact.  The class covers the development of relations in the context of 
expansionism, imperialism, the Cold War, and post-Cold War periods.  Case 

studies include Mexico, Guatemala, Cuba, Chile, and Central America.  Among the 
topics and themes are manifest destiny, trade, culture, race, drugs, immigration, 

and human rights.  Students are expected to attend lectures, discussion sections, 
and read all assigned materials.  Lectures are supplemented with videos. 


